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How did we get here? 

ÁA girl with a question 

ÁFaith based working group 

ÁKeeping the Faith book chapter  

ÁAugsburg study 

ÁSpiritual injury articles  



The agenda 
ÁWhat is ñspirituality?ò 

ÁThe impact of abuse on spirituality 

ÁThe role of spirituality in coping with abuse 

ÁSpirituality-based blocks to disclosure  

ÁOvercoming these blocks before the interview  

ÁOvercoming these blocks during the forensic 
interview 

ÁAddressing spiritual injuries after the forensic 
interview 

ÁA handful of suggestions for improving the 
ability of the faith community to protect 
children and to address spiritual injuries 

 



What is spirituality? 

ÁWhat do you guys think? 

ÁñRelating to religion or religious 

belief; relating to, or affecting the 

human spirit or soul as opposed to 

material or physical things.ò Source: 

The Oxford American Dictionary 

(2001) p. 1644 



How do adult survivors define 

spirituality?  

Á59% of adult survivors defined 

spirituality as being connected or in a 

relationship with God/Higher power 

Á22% defined spirituality as being in touch 

with oneôs true self or ñfeeling health in 

their soulò Source: Joanette Robertson, 

unpublished study  



The impact of abuse on spirituality 

ÁSubjects of most studies, victims or 
perpetrators have Judeo-Christian background  

ÁA study of 527 child abuse victims (physical, 
sexual or emotional) found these victims had a 
ñsignificantò spiritual injury 

ÁThe injuries included feelings of guilt, anger, 
grief, despair, doubt, fear of death and belief 
God is unfair.  

ÁHowever, the victims reported praying more 
frequently & having a ñspiritual experience.ò  

ÁSource: Lawson, et al, Child Abuse & Neglect 
(1998) 



When the perpetrator is clergy, the impact 

on spirituality is greater 

ÁClergy use ñreligious coverò to justify abuse 
(i.e. their ñgood worksò overshadow the abuse; 
God gave this child to me) 

ÁClergy often communicate this cover to the 
victims 

ÁWhen this happens, church attendance of 
these survivors decreases, less likely to trust 
God, and their relationship with God ñceases 
to grow.ò McLaughlin, Devastated Spirituality: The Impact of 
Clergy Sexual Abuse on the Survivorôs Relationship with God 
(1994).  

ÁVictor, remember to show clip (58:18) 
 


