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Purpose 

To review some of the important 

publications in the field in 2011 

To present various levels of quality of 

scholarship in the medical literature 

To provide some context for interpretation 

of the literature 



Methodology 

How I chose the papers 

Little reason 

Less rhyme 

Must have primary data 

Based upon potential impact 

Perceived impact 

Will use a lot of cut-and-paste 

My opinion will be specifically delineated 





Background 

Economic stress impacts adult health 

Family stress is a risk factor for child abuse 

Data on economic stress on child well-being 

is mixed 

Recent news reports speculate on an increase 

in child maltreatment 

Due to the economic downturn 

Berger etal, Pediatrics 2011 



Methods 

Retrospective medical record review 

<5 years, unequivocal AHT by hospital CPT 

74 counties 

Seattle (6) 

Western Pennsylvania (23) 

Ohio/Northern Kentucky (45) 

Cases aggregated by county 

County rate of AHT calculated 

Berger etal, Pediatrics 2011 



Berger etal, Pediatrics 2011 



Methods 

Jan 1, 2004 ð June 30, 2009 (5 ½ years) 

Recession Dec 1, 2007 through June 30, 2009 

County unemployment rates 

Also used non-inflicted TBI (control) 

Complex regression models 

Poisson distribution 

Berger etal, Pediatrics 2011 



Results 

422 AHT cases identified 

Mean age 8.9 months 

79% younger than 1 yr 

58% male 

Berger etal, Pediatrics 2011 



Results 

Berger etal, Pediatrics 2011 

Non inflicted TBI remained unchanged 



Results 

Berger etal, Pediatrics 2011 



Discussion 

County level unemployment 

Not individual poverty rate 

Societal-level risk factor 

Limitations 

Selection bias 

Change in definition/designation of AHT 

Berger etal, Pediatrics 2011 



My Take 

Interesting study 

Nice to see more data on community level 

stressors and child abuse 

Concern about generalizability 

Are the centers representative 

Physicians account for 8.2% of CPS reports 

 

 
Berger etal, Pediatrics 2011 





Methods 

All <2 years admitted for traumatic injury 

Rainbow Babies and Childrenõs Hospital 

Dec 2001 through June 2010 

Extracted from a trauma registry 

Linked to county of residence 

Monthly county economic data 

Aggregate pre- post-recession by mean county rate 

Huang etal, J Neurosgy Ped 2011 
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Huang etal, J Neurosgy Ped 2011 



My Take 

Same as Berger et al. 

Concerns about how NAHT was defined 

Group allocation 

Could the definition/designation have changed? 

 

Huang etal, J Neurosgy Ped 2011 





Introduction 

Overall rates of child maltreatment are 

decreasing (NIS-4) 

Neighborhood data demonstrate relationship 

between poverty and child maltreatment 

Unclear the impact of the recent recession on 

child maltreatment 

Millett etal, Children & Youth Serv Rev 2011 



Hypotheses 

Millett etal, Children & Youth Serv Rev 2011 



Methods 

State level CPS data 

Child maltreatment reports 

State level economic data 

Unemployment, labor force participation, food 

stamps 

Seven states 

Arizona, California, Massachusetts, Missouri, 

North Carolina, Oregon, and Wisconsin 

Millett etal, Children & Youth Serv Rev 2011 



Results 

Massachusetts, North Carolina, and 

Wisconsin had no relationship with any 

economic variables 

Millett etal, Children & Youth Serv Rev 2011 



Unemployment 

Arizona (-) correlated 

Labor Force Participation 

California (+) 

Oregon (-) 
Food Stamps 

Arizona, California (-) 

Oregon (+) 

 
Millett etal, Children & Youth Serv Rev 2011 
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